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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

Applicant submits the following amendments and remarks in response to the detailed 
Office Action mailed March 28, 2005, and respectfully requests the amendments and remarks 
be entered in the file of the above identified application. Applicant request a (1) month 
extension of time from June 28, 2005 to July 28, 2005. Please charge the required fee for the 
one month extension to Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP Deposit Account No. 50-0310. . 



Claims are provided in the listing of the claims, which begin on paj 
Remarks begin on page 3. 
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move from one end of the \alve housing 201 to the other during operation because it is 
limited by the shaft 202 of the valve spool 200 as shown in Figure 1 . Therefore, according to 
the present invention, the degree of freedom in designing the pressure regulating device is not 
degraded by lengthening the sleeve 220. 

Second, according to the present invention, a length of the inner surface 203 of the 
valve housing 201 that must be precisely manufactured can be decreased by lengthening the 
sleeve 220. Support for this is found in paragraph [0026] of the specification as filed. The 
projection portion 224 of the sleeve 220 can be easily lengthened to achieve this result 
According to Dach, the piston 2 rectilinearly moves within the housing 20 which implies that 
the entire moving distance must be precisely manufactured. Therefore, according to Dach, 
lengthening of the piston 2 would not produce a decreased length of the inner surface of the 
valve housing that must be precisely manufactured. 

In light of die foregoing, the Examiner has not established prima facie obviousness 
with Dach in view of the prior art described in paragraph 005 because Dach and the prior art 
in paragraph 005, alone or in combination, do not teach each and every limitation of claims 1 
-7. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is believed that the. application 
as a whole is in form for allowance. Should the Examiner have any continuing objections, 
Applicant respectfully asks the Examiner to contact the undersigned at 415-442-1000 in order 
to expedite allowance of the case. Authorization is granted to charge any outstanding fees 
due at this time for the continued prosecution of this matter to Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Deposit Account No. 50-0310 (matter no. 060944-0207-US). 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: July 28, 2005 By: "7^**^*^ ^ 
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